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CLAIMS 



Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (currently amended) A method for establishing communication between a master computer 
system and one of a plurality of slave computer systems coupled to a common communication 
channel, said method comprising: 

a master computer system directing a single session reques t, by a maator computer 
eygtem, to all of a plurality of slave computer systems all coupled to throu gh a common 



all of the plurality of slave computer systems are in commun ication with the master computer 
system via the common communicati on channel: 

after tho plurality of p l avo computer systems responds, the master computer system 
thereafter transmitting on the common commu nication channel a second reques ting, by tho 
master oomputor system, to establish communication with only a particular slave computer 
system among the plurality of slave computer systems; and 

after the master computer system transmits the second requests to establish 
communication with the particular slave computer system, the master computer system 
maintaining communication with botwoon tho master oomputor s ystem and only the particular 
slave computer system among the plurality of slave compu ter systems via the common 
communication channel . 

2. (currently amended) The method according to Claim 1, wherein requesting, b y the master 

computer system transmi tting a second reques t , to establish oemmunication with th o . particular 

alnv o computer s yst e m further comprises: 

assigning an unique identification number to each of tho o lavo computer systomo; and 
using tho uniqu e identification number, by the master computer system, to oatabhah the 

eommunication with identifying the particular slave computer system in the second request by a 

unique identifier . 
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3. (currently amended) The method according to Claim 2, wherein using th e uni que 
idontifioation number, by the ma st er computer s ystem, to oatabliah tho comrounioation with tho 
p articular slave computer oypteni and further comprising comprises: 

storing the a respective one of a plurality of unique identifiers iden tification numb e r into 
within a non-volatile memory device of each of the plural ity of slave computer systems; and 

storing the unique identification number of 4er each of the plurality of slave computer 
systems and on identity of tho - slav e computer sy s tomo associated to tho unique idontifioation 
number into a toblo that in stored in a memory device of the master computer system^-and 

s ending a r equ est from tho moot e r computer oyotom with tho unique idontifioation number 
eg-fee-ftft rticular alavo computer sy stem. 



4. (currently amended) The method according to Claim 1, wherein maintaining only tho 
communication botw o on the - master c om puter ayat e m - ond the particular slave oomput o r oyotom 
further comprises: 

maintaining connection of the master computer system and the particular slave computer 
system as both being oea aeeted to the common communication channel; and 

disconnecting all other slave computer systems except the particular slave computer 
system from the common communication channel. 



5. (currently amended) The method according to Claim 1, further comprising: 

while maintaining afte* communication ia o s tabliahod between the master computer 
system and the particular slave computer system, using the master computer system issuing 
commands to command the particular slave computer system. 
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6. (currently amended) The method according to Claim 1, wherein directing the session request; 
by tho roaator oomputor ■ayatcm, to tho plurality of alav e o em putcr oyptomo through th o comm on 
e emmunioation channel further comprises: 

directing the session request, by the master computer system, to the plurality of slave 
computer systems through a serial communication channel. 

(canceled) 

8. (currently amended) The method according to Claim I [[7]], wherein responding to tho ocaoion 
toquoQt and maintaining communication between the master computer system and only the 
particular slave computer system further comprises: 

maintaining the communication switching device for the particular slave computer 
system in the answer mode; and 

setting returning fe e - commu m eation switching d e vio e-fer each of the other slave 
computer systems from the answer mode back to the receive mode. 



9. (currently amended) A method for establishing communication between a master computer 
system and a particular one of a plurality of slave computer systems_all and a master o eaafretef 
system coupled to a common communication channel, said method comprising: 

each of the plurality of slave computer systems receiving a fld - responding, by a fllavo 
computer— oyptem, to a session request from a master computer system on the comings 
communication channel ; 

in response to receipt of the session request, each of the plurality of slave computer 
systems changing from a receive mode to an answer mode in which all of plurality of slave 
computer systems are in communication with the mast er computer system via the common 
communication chan nel; 

the plurality of ' slave computer systems t hereafter receiving via the common 
communication channel a second request contai ning a unique identifier of a particular sfove 
computer system among the plurality of slave computer systems; 
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d u t uia mung, by tho olavo oom f ulu i Jyotom, whether tho oogoion roqt m st is for tho slav e 

in response to the second session reques t the particular boing for tho slave computer 
system T maintaining communication between with the master computer system in the answer 
mode and only tho olavo computer ayotom; and in-feg ponao to tho ooooion roquoot not boing for 
tho Dlavo computor oyotom, other slave computer system not identified by the unique 
identifier in the second request disconnecting from commimication between wife the master 
computer system and rftmrnin p' to the rece ive mode tho alavo computor oyotem. 



A) 10. (currently amended) A system for establishing supporting commuoication between a master 

V ' computer system and a particular one of a plurality of slave computer systems and o moot er 

computor oystem all coupled to a common communication channel, said system alavo computer 

system comprising: 

a common r».nnnrmt» cation channel: 

a alavo proc e ssor, a slav e memory dovioo, and o communication devic e plurality of slave 
communication devices all coupled to the a common communication channel bus wherein the 
communica t i o n dosioo io ablo to couplo to n c o mmon conununieation p hnnnol; 

wherei n, responsive to a master device tra nsmitting a session request on the common 
communication channel, each of said plurality of slave communication devices the 
communication dovioo receiv es and responds to a die session request by chanff np, from a receive 
mode to an answer mode in which all of plurality of slave computer systems are in, 
communication with the master computer system v ia the common communication channel #e» 

a mflfltor computor ayotom ; and 

wherein responsive to thereafter receiving via the c ommon communication channel a 
second request bv the master computer svstem contain ing a unioue identifier of a particular slave 
computer system among the plurality of slave compu ter systems, the particular slave computer 
system maintains communication with the master computer system jn the answer mode and each 
other slave computer svstem not identified bv the unique identifier in the second request 
disconnects from communication with the master computer system and returns to the receive 
mode 
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whoroin tho alavo processor d e t e miinoo whether tho flopoion request is for the slave 

wherein, in r ooponso to tho alavo processor d e termining that -t ho session roquost is for the 
slavo computer system, th e sieve proGOspor maintains oommunioafeteo- between th e maste r 
computer-system and only tho olavo computer system; an4 

whoroin in response to - tke - slavo prooooaor d e to i mining that tho ooooion ro q west is not for 
tho clave computor -s ystem, tho olavo procoaaor dioconne e tB-oommimioa fei en botweee-tho master 
^emfi utcr system and tho s lave computer syst em. 

(H 

11. (currently amended) The system according to Claim 10, wherein: 

each of the plurality of slave computer systems is assigned an a respective one of a 
plurality of unique identifiers identificati on number that can is abl e- t e be used by the master 
computer system to establish the communication with fee that slave computer system. 



12. (currently amended) The system according to Claim 11, wherein: 

&o - slavo inomory dovioo further compri s e s each of the plurality of slave computer 
systems has a respective non-volatile memory device m£ that stores the respective &e unique 
identifier of that slave computer system identificatiQft numb e r i s stored into tho non volatil e 




14. (currently amended) The system according to Claim 10, wherein: 

after communication is established between the particular slave computer system and the 
master computer system, the particular slave computer system receives and executes commands 
from the master computer system. 
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15. (original) The system according to Claim 10, wherein the common communication channel is 
a serial communication channel. 

(canceled) 
(canceled) 

18. (currently amended) A program product for establishing communication between a ma§£er 
computer system and a particular one of a plurality of slave computer systeras_a!l and a maoter 
/| I computer system coupled to a common communication channel, said program product 

1J ' comprising: 

a computer usable medium: 

a control program encoded wi thin the computer usabl e medium that performs a ad- having 
the steps of: 

each of the plurality of slave computer systems receiving and ro a ponding, by a 
slave computer oyatam, ta a session request from a master computer system on the 
common com mnnicari on channel ; 

in response to receipt of the session request each of the plurality of slave 
computer systems changing from a receive mode to an a nswer mode in which all of 
plurality of slave computer systems are in comm unication with the master computer 
system via the common communica tion channel: 

the plurality of slave computer systems the reafter receiving via the common 
communication channel a second request containi ng a unique identifier of a particular 
slave computer system among the plurality of slave computer systems: and 

in response to the second request the particular sl ave computer system 
TTinin.faitiinp r communication with the master com puter system in the answer mode and 
each other slave computer svstem not identified bv the unique identifier in the second 
request disconnecting from communication with the master computer system and 
returning to the receive mode 

4ete raining, by tho -s lavo computer oyotom^ whether tho oosoion roqucot is for th e 
s lave computer system - 
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in regponoQ to th e - ooooion roqucat being for th e ■ olavo coroptttor syatoa ^ 
maintaining communication between th o moator oomput e r system and only the? olavo 

in rosponflo to tb e s ess ion Toqua afr- not being for tho olavo computer system, 
disconnecting o sa ^ ui iiua t ion botwcon the maator compu t er qy s tom and the slave 
computer oyotQfl flfft^ 

computor usabl o media bearing - paid control program . 

tcanceled) 
[Q. (canceled) 

21. (original) The program product according to Claim 18, wherein said control program further 
comprioe o performs the step of: 

after establishing communication between the particular slave computer system and the 
master computer system is established, receiving and executing, by the particular slave computer 
system, commands from the master computer system. 

^22, (canceled) 
13. (canceled) 

24. (new) The method of Claim 9, wherein and further comprising: 

after communication between the particular slave computer system and the master 
computer system is established receiving and executing, by the particular slave computer 
system, commands from the master computer system. 



25. (new) The method of Claim 10, wherein the common communication channel is a serial 
communication channel, and wherein: 

receiving the session request comprises receiving the session request via the serial 
communication channel; and 
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receiving the second request comprises receiving the second request via the serial 
communication channel. 



26. (new) A master computer system for selectively establishing communication with a 
particular one of a plurality of slave computer systems coupled to a common communication 
channel, said master computer system comprising: 

means for directing a single session request to all of a plurality of slave computer systems 
all coupled to a common coromunicarion channel to cause all of the plurality of slave computer 
systems to change from a receive mode to an answer mode in which all of the plurality of slave 
computer systems are in communication with the master computer system via the common 
communication channel; 

means for thereafter transmitting on the common communication channel a second 
request to establish communication with only a particular slave computer system among the 
plurality of slave computer systems; and 

means for, after the master computer system transmits the second request to establish 
communication with the particular slave computer system, maintaining communication with only 
the particular slave computer system among the plurality of slave computer systems via the 
common communication channel. 



27. (new) The master computer system of Claim 26, wherein said means for transmitting a 
second request comprises means for transmitting a second request containing a unique identifier 
identifying the particular slave computer system in the second request. 

28. (new) The master computer system of Claim 26, and further comprising: 

means for, while maintaining communication between the master computer system and 
the particular slave computer system, issuing commands to the particular slave computer system 
via the common communication channel. 
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29. (new) The master computer system of Claim 26, wherein directing the session request further 
comprises: 

directing the session request, by the master computer system, to the plurality of slave 
computer systems through a serial communication channel. 

30. (new) A program product fOT selectively establishing communication between a master 
computer system and a particular one of a plurality of slave computer systems coupled to a 
common communication channel, said program product comprising: 

a computer usable medium; 

a control program encoded within the computer usable medium that causes the master 
computer system to perform the following steps: 

directing a single session request to all of plurality of slave computer systems all 
coupled to a common communication channel to cause all of the plurality of slave 
computer systems to change from a receive mode to an answer mode in which all of the 
plurality of slave computer systems are in communication with the master computer 
system via the common communication channel; 

thereafter transmitting on the common communication channel a second request 
to establish communication with only a particular slave computer system among the 
plurality of slave computer systems; and 

after the roaster computer system transmits the second request to establish 
communication with the particular slave computer system, maintaining communication 
with only the particular slave computer system among the plurality of slave computer 
systems via the common communication channel. 

31 . (new) The program product of Claim 30, wherein transmitting a second request comprises 
transmitting a second request containing a unique identifier identifying the particular slave 
computer system in the second request. 
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32. (new) The program product of Claim 26, wherein said program product further causes the 
master computer system to perform the step of: 

while maintaining communication between the master computer system and the particular 
slave computer system, issuing commands to the particular slave computer system via the 
common communication channel. 

33. (new) The program product of Claim 26, wherein directing the session request further 
comprises: 

directing the session request, by the master computer system, to the plurality of slave 
computer systems through a serial communication channel. 
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